HealthChoices Advisory Committee Meeting NorthWest Zone
Wednesday, October 14, 2020
10:00 AM – 12:30 PM
Teleconference

Meeting Agenda
10:00am

Welcome & Introductions –Teri McDonnell/Bobbie Jo Comes
• Teresa McDonnell introduced herself and thanked everyone for joining the meeting
today.
• Teresa McDonnell informed everyone to mute themselves that way there will not be
any background noise. Participants that joined by internet audio can mute and
unmute themselves by clicking the microphone icon on the left-hand side at the
bottom of your screen. If calling in via phone participants can press *6 to
mute/unmute themselves.
• Teresa McDonnell reminded everyone that the meeting was being recorded for the
purpose of meeting minutes only. The audio clip and minutes will be posted on
enrollnow.net once they are finalized.
• Bobbie Jo Comes did roll call for the committee members only.
o Roll Call Committee:
• In attendance: Andy Smith (AmeriHealth), Shelley Thomas (Beacon Health) Lisa Babo
(CCBH), Dale Barney (Gateway), Dawn Edwards (SDHP), Skip Boykin (UPMC), Bobbie
Jo Comes (PA EAP).
• Absent: Rhonda Schember (Advocate), Cathryn Easterling (Aetna Better Health),
Michael Gwin (CCBH), Julie DiAngi (Consumer Advocate),Tracy Palazzotto (Family
Caregiver Alliance/Parent), Lenore Collupy (NWBHP Inc,), Cookie Jones (Parent),
Spencer Duffy (Parent), Wanda Keefer (Parent), Clinton Rhodes (Gateway).

10:05 am

July Meeting Minutes -Bobbie Jo Comes
o Committee members were given the meeting minutes prior to and no questions or
corrections were noted. Bobbie Jo Comes made a motion to accept the July 2020
meeting minutes. First motion was given by Dale Barney to approve the minutes and
Skip Boykin seconded the motion to approve the July meeting minutes.

10:10 am

Enrollment Assistance Program Report – Teresa McDonnell
o Updates: We continue to be fully operational at Pennsylvania Enrollment Services. A
majority of the staff are working remotely with staff in the office as necessary for mail,
and IT support. We are processing all enrollments and plan transfers through the mail,
calls to the call center, and those done through the website. An insert remains in the
new eligible enrollment packets encouraging consumers to enroll online using our
website.

o Data Review – Refer to Report
• The data was reviewed since the last meeting June through August 2020.
o 2020 Webinar Series
• Previous Webinars:
▪ Tuesday, August 11, 2020 Opioid Education & Prevention; Presenter: Sean
McCormack, PA Health Promotion Council – Attendees: 52
▪ Tuesday, September 8, 2020 The Opioid Crisis: The Second Wave; Presenter:
Jason Snyder, Pinnacle Treatment Centers – Attendees: 78
▪ Tuesday, September 15, 2020 PA EAP The Enrollment Process; Presenter:
Issac Miller – closed webinar just for the MCOs – Attendees: 179
• Upcoming Webinars:
▪ Information for the 2021 Webinar Series to be released by the end of the
year

10:15 am

DHS
o BMCO Report – Casey Hayes
Refer to Resource Page
DHS NEWS
o MMIS-(Medicaid Management Information System) is DHS’s step by step
approach to replacing PROMISe system.
▪ With the Medicaid Management Information System (MMIS) 2020 project,
DHS will modernize business processes and supporting systems to better
deliver Medical Assistance benefits to over 3 million individuals.
▪ The project will replace the Provider Reimbursement and Operations
Management Information System (PROMISe™).
▪ Groundwork began in 2017. It is currently being developed and tested with a
go live date of July 2022.
▪ The plan is to have the new MMIS 2020 Platform to be modular, enabling the
Commonwealth to update and change the system over time.
▪ The Department is partnering with multiple contractors to build and
implement the system.
▪ For more information please go to the DHS website.
o SDOH referral tool
• The DHS Social Determinants of Health Resource and Referral Tool is being
developed and DHS is taking the lead in the implementation of a system to
be used by entities regulated by the Department and voluntarily adopted by
non-profits, faith-based organizations and healthcare providers throughout
the state.
• Its goal is to be:
▪ A platform for anyone to find information about organizations and services

▪
▪
▪

A system that connects individuals with services and for service providers to
make referrals to other services.
Meant to be a uniform approach to assess an individual’s needs and to make
sure they receive the appropriate services.
A platform for care teams/case managers to work together.

o Be aware of COVID Contact Tracing and Scam Alert
• Here is some information from DOH and the Contact Tracing FAQ page:
▪ Tracing is the process of identifying, notifying, and monitoring anyone who came
in close contact with an individual who tested positive for COVID-19 while they
were infectious. Infectious includes 2 days before onset of symptoms until the
end of the person's isolation period.
▪ Contact tracing is a key strategy for preventing the further spread of infectious
diseases, such as COVID-19.
▪ Close contacts of a case are considered to have been exposed to COVID-19, and
may go on to develop the disease.
▪ Identifying and quarantining close contacts limits their ability to spread disease
should they become infectious and helps to limit community spread.
• What Happens During the Contact Tracing Process?
▪ Contact tracing for COVID-19 typically involves:
▪ Interviewing people with COVID-19 to identify everyone with whom they
had close contact during the time they may have been infectious;
▪ Notifying contacts of their potential exposure;
▪ Referring contacts for testing;
▪ Monitoring contacts for signs and symptoms of COVID-19; and
▪ Connecting contacts with services they might need during the self-quarantine
period.
• All communication related to contact tracing is private and confidential.
▪ To prevent the further spread of disease, COVID-19 contacts are encouraged
to stay home and maintain social distance (at least 6 feet) from others until
14 days after their last exposure to a person with COVID-19.
▪ Contacts should monitor themselves by checking their temperature twice
daily and watching for symptoms of COVID-19.
▪ Learn more about the contact tracing process or read the contact tracing
frequently asked questions.
• A contact tracer may also ask:
▪ For verification of your date of birth, address, and any other phone numbers
you may have; and
▪ If you have already tested positive for COVID-19 they may also ask for the
date and location of where you were tested.
• A contact tracer will NEVER ask you for:
▪ Your social security number, financial or bank account information, or
personal details unrelated to your potential exposure to someone with
COVID-19;

Personal information through SMS/text message or send you to any
website link asking for personal information;
▪ Photographs or videos of any kind, Passwords; or Money or payment.
• A contact tracer will NEVER share your information with any local, state or
federal law enforcement agency. If you would like to verify if the caller does in
fact work in contact tracing, call the PA Department of Health at 1-877-PA
HEALTH to verify.
o Please see more information on the doh.pa.gov coronavirus website.
▪

o COVID Alert PA App
• On September 23, 2020, Pennsylvania launched the COVID Alert PA mobile app - the
latest opportunity for Pennsylvanians to unite to protect against the spread of
COVID-19.
▪ COVID Alert PA is a free, voluntary app available in English and Spanish
through the Apple App Store and Google Play Store.
▪ The app uses Bluetooth technology exposure notification system technology
developed by Apple and Google and will support and expand existing contact
tracing efforts.
▪ If the app detects that you have been in close contact with another user who
has tested positive for COVID-19, you will receive a push notification on your
phone. This is called an exposure alert.
▪ The app does not use GPS, location services, or any movement or
geographical information. It will never collect, transmit, or store
personal information. It is completely anonymous. The goal of the app is
to assist with existing, traditional contact tracing efforts.
▪ The app supplements traditional contact tracing processes by being able to
identify strangers a positive app user may have encountered and help stop
the rapid spread of COVID-19.
▪ If the app detects that you have been in close contact with another user who
has tested positive for COVID-19, you will receive a push notification on your
phone.
▪ This is called an exposure alert.
o MA and SNAP: Overall, enrollment in SNAP and Medicaid is increasing – but not as
dramatically as many expected when this crisis began. However, DHS continues to
anticipate potential surges in applications because of decreased unemployment benefits
and impacts from housing insecurity.
o Health Care Updates
• From February through August, enrollment statewide has increased by 210,576
people for a total enrollment of 3,042,139 -- a 7.4 percent increase.
• DHS COVID-19 PROVIDER RESOURCES // OMAP

Provider Quick Tips #244: MA Eligibility During COVID-19 Emergency
Disaster Declaration Issued: April 17, 2020
o On March 13, 2020, President Trump declared a national emergency due to
COVID-19.
▪ Federal regulations allow for exceptions to normal processing procedures for
Medical Assistance (MA) eligibility in special circumstances such as a
national emergency.
▪ Upon the Governor’s authorization in accordance with the disaster
emergency proclamation, the Secretary of the Department of Human Services
(Department) suspended any MA eligibility determinations associated
regulations outlined in the Pennsylvania Code.
• There are only 4 reasons a member may lose their MA eligibility:
Individuals having MA coverage on March 18, 2020, should retain their MA
eligibility unless
▪ they are no longer a resident of Pennsylvania,
▪ the individual requested their MA benefits be closed,
▪ the individual has passed away or
▪ the individual is incarcerated.
• County Assistance Offices are instructed not to close or decrease Medical
Assistance (MA) benefits during the disaster declaration. As of 09.30.20
there has not been an end date provided for the disaster declaration.
▪ The Office of Medical Assistance Programs (OMAP) is aware of individuals
whose MA eligibility was incorrectly closed. Members whose MA benefits
have terminated on or after March 18, 2020 will have them reinstated. Most
of these corrections have been completed.
▪ OMAP, along with OMHSAS and OLTL, are also working to keep the
individuals continuously enrolled in their same managed care organizations,
during the emergency disaster.
▪

o COVID-19 testing and treatment continues to be covered by both Medicaid and CHIP.
• Just some reminders from OMAP;
▪ Members are not to be charged for the use of any Personal Protective
Equipment by providers or MCOs.
▪ And also, although DHS has received authorization through the 1135 Waiver
to “relax” enrollment requirements during the COVID-19, the MCOs should be
working with the affected members to have them use MA-enrolled, network
providers.
o SNAP :https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/DHS_details.aspx?newsid=607
• On September 21, 2020, Pennsylvania Department of Human Services (DHS)
Secretary Teresa Miller advised Pennsylvanians of a potential text messaging
scam telling people they are selected to receive assistance through the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), formerly known as
food stamps.

Please be aware that DHS and other government agencies do not and
will not solicit participation in SNAP or any other public assistance
programs via text, and Pennsylvanians should not reply or share any
personal information if they are contacted in this manner.
▪ Secretary Miller. “If you receive unsolicited or random calls or text messages
telling you that you qualify for assistance then asking for personal
information, it is most likely a scam. Do not respond, and delete the message
so you do not get caught in an identity theft scam.”
▪ The United States Department of Agriculture publishes information about
potential SNAP scams, but Pennsylvanians should always be aware of the
threat of phishing schemes through unsolicited calls and text messages.
▪ Pennsylvanians who have questions about whether a call, text, letter, or
other communication is legitimate should contact DHS’ Office of Income
Maintenance.
▪ Clients in Philadelphia with questions or who need a paper application
mailed to them should call the Philadelphia Customer Service Center at
215-560-7226. Clients in all other counties can call the Statewide
Customer Service Center at 1-877-395-8930.
o SNAP helps nearly 1.9 million Pennsylvanians by providing assistance each month for
groceries, helping households purchase enough food to avoid going hungry. SNAP is our
country’s most important and most impactful anti-hunger program. For every meal
provided by a Feeding Pennsylvania food bank, SNAP provides nine. While SNAP is
intended to be a supplemental program, during a pandemic and historic unemployment,
resources are strained, particularly for our lowest income Pennsylvanians.
• Applications for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and other
public assistance programs can be submitted online at www.compass.state.pa.us.
• All Pennsylvanians experiencing financial hardships due to the pandemic, a
lost job, or a change in income are strongly encouraged to apply and see if they
qualify for assistance with food, health care, and other essential needs.
• For more information about food assistance resources for people around
Pennsylvania impacted by COVID-19 and the accompanying economic insecurity,
visit the Department of Agriculture’s food security guide.
• MEDIA CONTACT: Erin James – ra-pwdhspressoffice@pa.gov
▪

o Secretary Miller continues to remind Pennsylvanians that CARES funding can be
received without jeopardizing their TANF, SNAP and MA benefits. Office of LongTerm Living (OLTL)
• 09-22-2020 - - The Department of Human Services (DHS) issued updated COVID-19
guidance for personal care homes, assisted living residences, and private
intermediate care facilities covering screening and surveillance testing for residents
and staff, expanding visitation, and circumstances when and how facilities can safely
relax mitigation tactics. The guidance reflects Pennsylvania and facilities’ evolving
knowledge of and experience facing COVID-19 and current best practices to protect
residents and staff of long-term care facilities. Facilities must also continue to follow

all guidance from the Pennsylvania Department of Health and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. Guidance will continue to be updated in the future
to account for changes in federal policy and Pennsylvania’s needs.
▪ Screening Testing - Frequency of screening residents and staff of COVID-19
should be determined based on the level of COVID-19 activity in the
community where the long-term care facility (LTCF) is located. If an outbreak
is identified at the facility, universal testing should begin, prioritizing units,
wings, or floors where cases are identified but ideally of all residents and
staff. Recommended testing intervals for residents and staff of LTCFs not
experiencing an outbreak are as follows:
Recommended Testing Intervals for PCHs, ALRs, and ICFs Vary by Community
COVID-19 Activity Level
Level of
Community
COVID-19
Activity

County %
Positivity

Routine Testing
of Asymptomatic
Residents

Routine Testing of
Asymptomatic Staff

LOW

<5%

Not recommended Testing is encouraged of
all staff members every
4-6 weeks

MODERATE

≥5% to <10%

Weekly testing is
encouraged of all
residents with
outside contact in
the last 14 days, if
they have not
otherwise been
tested during that
period.

Testing is encouraged of
all staff that have not
been tested in the past
30 days and repeat
testing every 30 days

SUBSTANTIAL

≥10%

Weekly testing is
encouraged of all
residents with
outside contact in
the last 14-days, if
they have not
otherwise been

Testing is encouraged
of all staff members
once per week

tested during that
period.
LTCFs should monitor the county positivity rate every other week and implement screening
testing recommendations based off their community’s most recent positivity rate.

•

•

Compassionate Care Visiting Policies - Prolonged isolation may significantly affect a
resident’s mental, emotional, and physical health. Facilities must respect residents’ rights
and prioritize their well-being by safely facilitating visitation between residents and loved
ones as a means of Compassionate Care. A Compassionate Care visit may be needed if a
significant change in a resident’s health or emotional well-being is noted. This can include a
change in health status and bereavement due to loss of a loved one, among others.
Residents and their loved ones should work with the LTCF to document circumstances in
which Compassionate Care visits will be necessary. LTCFs must permit visitation by family,
friends, clergy, and others identified by a resident during end-of-life situations.
▪ Compassionate Caregivers should be tested for COVID-19 within a maximum
of seven days prior to beginning duties and must receive a negative test
result before entering the LTCF. Caregivers are subject to the same screening
testing guidance as facility staff.
▪ All visitors must adhere to universal masking protocols and other COVID-19
mitigation efforts like hand washing and sanitizing. LTCFs should diligently
monitor and log identities of all who visit, date and time visited, and contact
information for each visitor if contact tracing becomes necessary.

•

Resuming Communal Activities and Lifting LTCF Restrictions: Restrictions on visitation and
limitations on communal activities like meals have been restricted in LTCFs since the
spring in order to help limit risk of COVID-19 exposure for residents. There is a direct
connection between the level of community spread of COVID-19 and outbreaks in a facility.
If the level of community spread surrounding the LTCF is low enough and a facility has no
active cases or outbreaks, safe visitation should resume. The guidance updates the
previously-issued three step reopening process to clarify timelines facilities should follow
and what is necessary to move between each step and screening processes that should be
implemented for residents who leave the facility.
▪ Facilities must also continue to follow all guidance from the Pennsylvania
Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Guidance will continue to be updated in the future to account for changes in
federal policy and Pennsylvania’s needs.
For more information about COVID-19 mitigation guidance for DHS-licensed long-term
care facilities, visit www.dhs.pa.gov.

Direct Care Workers -- 09-08-2020 Department of Human Services Secretary Teresa Miller
announced the distribution of $31.5 million to Pennsylvania direct care workers who have
continued to work through the COVID-19 crisis – making it possible for individuals with
disabilities and older Pennsylvanians to live safely in their homes and near their families.
Funded with state and federal dollars from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security

Act – also known as the CARES Act – this compensation has been distributed as a one-time
payment to more than 16,200 direct care workers in Pennsylvania employed through the
participant-directed employer model. Payments are based on hours worked, and the average
payment is $1,730.
o Children and Youth (Childcare, Childline, WIC, Immunizations, Blood Lead)
• Kinship Care Resource- Pennsylvania Department of Human Services (DHS) Secretary Teresa
Miller and Department of Aging (PDA) Secretary Robert Torres launched
www.kinconnector.org, a resource designed to help kinship care families connect to services
and supports that can help children and their caregivers. Kinship care arrangements help
maintain family bonds and reduce trauma experienced when children cannot be cared for by
their own parents.
• Options for School-Age Child Care - Department of Human Services (DHS) Secretary Teresa
Miller reminded Pennsylvanians of options available to working families of school-age children
who need flexibilities to balance the demands of work, home and school life during a
pandemic. DHS has announced the temporary suspension of some regulatory policies on
school-age childcare, with the goal of providing flexibilities for families who need safe child
care options during traditional school hours for children who are distance learning. For
example, families may create collectives – or learning pods – of other trusted families in their
community who can depend on each other for supervised child care during school hours
without needing a licensed child care certification. Learning pods are specifically designed to
accommodate remote learning under parental supervision shared by multiple families on a
routine basis. Pods can serve a group of no more than 12 of the same school-age children who
may move between various parents’ oversight and homes on remote learning days.
Parent/guardian oversight is key to the definition of a pod.
• Programs/Resources to PA Families With Children – 08-26-2020 Throughout the summer,
PDE worked with partners inside and outside of state government to create resources to help
school leaders make difficult decisions about the return to school, including public health
guidance, instructional model recommendations, and distributing $87.5 million in Governor's
Emergency Education Relief (GEER) Funds. Knowing that schools are more than classrooms,
PDE has also developed resources for aiding in student social and emotional learning, as well
as supporting student and staff wellness. PDE has also provided resources to parents of
children with special needs to help them engage with schools in adapting their children’s
educational plan.
Before the pandemic, Pennsylvania’s public-assistance system administered by the
Department of Human Services (DHS) served approximately 3.3 million people. The numbers
of Pennsylvanians enrolled in safety-net programs like Medicaid and the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) have steadily increased since March, and DHS
anticipates that trend to continue as economic instability takes hold nationwide.
▪ Division of School Health COVID-19 FAQ’s
▪ Guidance for All Sports Permitted to Operate During the COVID-19 Disaster
Emergency to Ensure the Safety and Health of Employees, Athletes and the Public
▪ Issued June 10, 2020, last updated September 2, 2020
▪ https://www.governor.pa.gov/covid-19/#SchoolsandRecreation

•

Child Care Providers – 08-28-2020 Governor Tom Wolf announced his plan to distribute more
than $117 million in CARES Act funding to 6,893 child care providers across Pennsylvania –
the third of three distributions to sustain an industry that builds healthy foundations for our
children, facilitates employment and economic opportunity for working parents, and is the
keystone for every other aspect of our economy. Earlier this summer, the Wolf Administration
distributed about $104 million in CARES Act funding to child care providers licensed by the
Department of Human Services’ Office of Child Development and Early Learning (OCDEL). As
part of his fall legislative agenda, Gov. Wolf proposed a $250 million investment to further
support child care providers and working families needing child care. This proposal, which
would be funded through remaining CARES Act funds, would support access to school-aged
child care programs for families who need care due to blended or remote learning models,
expand child care options in areas where few providers currently exist, and help providers
serving school-aged children in low-income communities support children by providing grants
to support health and safety updates and infrastructure necessary to ease remote learning in
these settings.

Provider Type

Provider
Count

Funding Per
Provider

Total Funding by
Provider Type

Family Child Care Homes

1,412

$2,100

$2,933,700

Group Child Care Homes

660

$5,600

$3,696,000

School-Aged Only

779

$6,300

$4,888,800

Category 1 Child Care
Centers (serving 8 -26)

410

$6,800

$2,747,200

Category 2 Child Care
Centers (serving 27-38)

420

$11,800

$4,908,800

Category 3 Child Care
Centers (serving 39-49)

421

$15,900

$6,678,000

Category 4 Child Care
Centers (serving 50-62)

423

$19,300

$8,086,700

Category 5 Child Care
Centers (serving 63-77)

415

$22,100

$9,171,500

Category 6 Child Care
Centers (serving 78-93)

409

$28,300

$11,574,700

Category 7 Child Care
Centers (serving 94-113)

401

$30,900

$12,360,000

Category 8 Child Care
404
Centers (serving 114-138)

$41,200

$16,644,800

Category 9 Child Care
402
Centers (serving 139-180)

$43,600

$17,483,600

Category 10 Child Care
337
Centers (serving 181-598)

$48,600

$16,669,800

6,893

$117,843,600

•

WIC - The Pennsylvania Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and
Children (WIC) pregnant women, mothers, and caregivers of infants and young children
learn about good nutrition to keep themselves and their families healthy. WIC serves
pregnant women, breastfeeding women for up to one year postpartum, women up to six
months postpartum who are not breastfeeding, and infants and children under 5 years old.
WIC is open for business, although some clinics are closed or have limited hours

•

Childline - DHS administers ChildLine, which is a 24/7 hotline available to anyone
concerned for the safety or well-being of a child. To report a concern, call 1-800-932-0313.
Anyone can make a report to ChildLine. Anyone who is not a mandated reporter can make a
report to ChildLine anonymously. DHS is encouraging all Pennsylvanians to learn more
about the signs of potential abuse or neglect and make a report to ChildLine if they suspect
abuse or neglect.

•

Immunizations - The Department of Health (DOH) provides vaccines for specific diseases
that affect infants, children, adolescents and adults. These vaccines are available through
both public and private health care providers. It is important to note that due to the COVID19 pandemic, DOH has temporarily suspended the regulation regarding requirements for
children’s immunization for a two-month period after the beginning of the school year or
the beginning of enrollment in an early childhood education program. As a
recommendation, caregivers should schedule immunization appointments early since
many health care providers may have delays in scheduling and decreased appointment
windows.
Anyone looking to visit a local immunization clinic to receive vaccinations should call 1877-PA-HEALTH (1-877-724-3258) to schedule an appointment.

•

Blood Lead - Lead can be very harmful, especially to young children. The most important
step parents can take is to prevent lead exposure before it occurs.
▪ Childhood lead poisoning at low levels may make learning difficult, interfere with
growth, harm hearing and delay development.
▪ Childhood lead poisoning at high levels may cause coma, convulsions and even
death.

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Lead can be found throughout a child's environment, including:
homes built before 1978 that contain lead-based paint
peeling and cracking paint makes lead dust that can poison children when they
swallow or breathe in the dust
certain water pipes
some consumer products, such as some toys and jewelry
some candies imported from other countries or traditional home remedies
certain jobs and hobbies involve working with lead-based products may cause
parents to bring lead into the home.
The Department of Health provides a toll-free Lead Information Line (1-800-440LEAD) to respond to caller questions and provide electronic materials about lead
poisoning and other environmental hazards.

o Employment
• In May, the Department of Human Services released Operation Recommendations
to Providers and Partners which included the policy the no sanctions associated
with COVID-19 should take place. If a program is closed, participants will remain
enrolled in the program until it reopens.
▪ These guidelines remain in place while the emergency declaration continues.
▪ E&T providers are to accept new electronic referrals, provide remote enrollments
for E&T programming and continue completing remote activities with their
participants
▪ Additionally, referrals will continue to be processed for E&T programs like KEYS,
SNAP 50/50, and Family Works applications for ELECT.
▪ These contracted programs may continue to submit reverse referrals to the CAO’s if
they can perform intake procedures remotely and the individual can participate
remotely.
•

Unemployment
▪ Since March 15, the department has paid more than $25 billion in
unemployment benefits, including:
▪ $4.7 billion from regular Unemployment Compensation (UC)
▪ $15.6 billion from the Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation (FPUC)
program (extra $600 per week)
▪ $4.5 billion from the federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA)
program
▪ $234 million from the federal Pandemic Emergency Unemployment
Compensation (PEUC) program
▪ $33.8 million from Pennsylvania’s Extended Benefits program
▪ Lost Wages Assistance Program: On Sept. 9, 2020 the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) notified L&I that the last week for Lost Wages
Assistance (LWA) program is Sept. 5, 2020 due to the fund's depletion. This is
not an L&I decision. No additional payments will be allowed after Sept. 5,
2020.
o LWA Program End Q&A

o If I have not yet received payment for my LWA benefits through
September 5th will I still be paid?
Yes, you will still be paid your LWA benefits, as long as funds are still
available through FEMA.
o Will I continue to receive my unemployment benefits?
Yes. Unemployment Compensation (UC) claimants will continue to receive
normal weekly benefits for any benefit programs they are currently eligible
for.
o Why is LWA funding ending?
This decision was made by FEMA. LWA relies on funds administered by
FEMA. L&I cannot provide additional funds without further federal action.
o Can I appeal this decision?
No. Since this decision was made by FEMA and not L&I, claimants cannot
appeal.
o 09/24/2020
o Harrisburg, PA – At the recommendation of state legislators, stakeholders and the U.S.
Department of Labor, Pennsylvania will avoid potentially disrupting people relying on
unemployment compensation by pausing the launch of a new system that will change
how to file for and claim benefits.
• The Unemployment Compensation Benefits Modernization (UC Ben Mod) system
was scheduled to launch this fall. However, the Ben Mod Advisory Committee, which
includes appointees representing all four legislative caucuses, recommended
postponing the launch. With a record volume of UC applicants and several
temporary federal unemployment compensation programs, the committee advised
that now is not the time to change the UC system.
▪ "For the many Pennsylvanians out of work because of COVID-19, the
unemployment compensation system is providing a lifeline and crucial
benefits that claimants need for food and housing during this unprecedented
time," said L&I Secretary Jerry Oleksiak. "While we are prepared to transition
to the new system, with the advice and recommendations from our
communities, businesses, and legislative partners, we have decided to
temporarily hold the launch."
▪ Visit the Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry website and Media
page for valuable information regarding unemployment compensation.
o OMHSAS Report – – Phyllis Knott
• OMHSAS continues to telework at least through the end of the calendar year.
• We have resumed our annual licensing surveys. We are going on site to conduct our
annual surveys but we also continue to use a hybrid method for the many of our
reviews. We are trying to gather information (P&P, staff rosters, training,
supervision records to review prior to our visit) and if able, we also do record/chart
reviews virtually. Then we may just need to go on-site for a walk through of the

•
•

•
•

•
•
o

agency. Exit conferences may be done on-line to allow more individuals to
participate rather than crowding into a room.
If there are confirmed or suspected cases of COVID, we discuss and will make the
decision to conduct the entire review virtually. If for some reason, we are unable to
complete the review, we will go on-site after the quarantine period to complete.
We have continued to work hard to process our Intensive Behavioral Health Services
(IBHS) licenses. All providers are supposed to be licensed within one year of the
promulgation of the regulations which will be October 19, 2020. As of my count this
AM, we have issued 183 licenses with a total of 264 sites statewide. Those providers
are at various points in terms of PROMISe enrollment and credentialing. OMHSAS
continues to meet regularly with the BHMCOs to discuss issues related to the
transition to IBHS.
The Governor’s extension of the disaster emergency declaration on 8/31/20 allowed
the current telehealth expansions to remain in effect for an additional 90 days
Telehealth Survey results for both the Individual/Family and Direct Service
Behavioral Health Practitioners surveys are completed and will be available on a
public website in dashboard format along with a statewide summary of survey
results (pending DHS signoff)
Telehealth Steering committee has been actively meeting and will be wrapping up in
October with final recommendations to OMHSAS.
OMHSAS will work to have draft long-term telehealth policy (updating OMHSAS-2002) starting through internal review processes by the end of October.

MATP Report – Eira Andrade Hall
• Over the last year, MATP has had many challenges related to the COVID 19 crisis. In
March, Providers began providing transportation predominantly to life sustaining
treatments in the effort to protect riders and staff. DHS issued guidance to providers
which outlined recommended protocol for screening and safety measures for
provision of services. DHS also raised mileage reimbursement rates during the
state-wide emergency
• Transportation services have been increasing. Programs continue to screen riders,
practice social distancing and follow DHS and CDC recommendations.
• The Departments of Human Services, Transportation and Aging in accordance with
Act 19 of 2019, issued the Medical Assistance Transportation Program (MATP)
Legislative Analysis on December 28, 2019 as a result of the requirements of Act 40
of 2018 to solicit a statewide or regional brokerage model for the MATP. The
Administration now believes that a statewide brokerage model may not be the best
solution for the MATP and the broader Human Services Transportation system or to
meet the needs of the Pennsylvanians who use these systems. Instead, we have
committed to exploring options for improving the administration and service
delivery of the MATP. More specifically, representatives from across different DHS
agencies as well as external stakeholders

•

10:50 am

We are planning to hold listening sessions this fall to give consumers, county MATP
agencies and stakeholders the opportunity to express concerns and/success stories
of the MATP.

Regional Report – Dawn Edwards, Tara Thobe, Heather Slaughter
SDHP - Regional Housing Coordinator Update

11:00 am

Social Determinants of Health (SDOH) -- Physical Health/Behavioral Health Manage
Care Organization (MCO) Review of their SDOH Health & Wellness Initiatives.
o Aetna Better Health Plan – Angie Kritzer

o AmeriHealth Caritas – Andy Smith

o Gateway Health Plan – Konark Rana

o UPMC For You – Dan LaVallee

o Beacon Health Options - Shelley Thomas

o Community Care Behavioral Health – Felicia Stehley

12:10pm

MCO Initiatives, Updates & Upcoming Events
o Aetna Better Health Plan
• Healthy You Pop Up Series: Aetna Better Health in partnership with Latino
Connections set up 24 events in Erie during the beginning of January to distribute
tote bags that had educational materials and useful items such as hand sanitizers,
tote bags, water bottles, more than 500 bags were provided.
• Community Health Net Van Donation: Aetna Better Health is providing support
to Community Health Net to acquire a van that would assist with the challenges that

individuals face when it comes to transportation. The van will improve the quality
of life in the region by providing transportation to those who cannot afford it.
o UPMC For You – Skip Boykin

o Will be holding their 2nd virtual event featuring Charlie Batch, former Pittsburgh
Steeler.
o Beacon Health Options – Shelley Thomas
• Virtual Trainings:
▪ 10/09/20 1:00pm Stress and Anxiety Management; Presenter: Dave
Delvaux, Clarion Psychiatric Center Clinical Liaison
▪ 10/23/2020 1:00pm The Journey to Trauma-informed Recovery; Presenter:
Trenda Hedges, Beacon Health Options Wellness and Recovery Program
Manager
▪ 10/27/2020 1:00pm IBHS – Intensive Behavioral Health Services; Presenter:
Meghan Eberle, Beacon Health Options Director of Clinical Services
▪ 11/06/2020 1:00pm Part One: Stigma and Implicit Bias – Starting the
Conversation; Presenter(s): Multiple from Beacon Health Options and PA
Care Partnership
▪ 11/20/2020 1:00pm Modern Day Addiction Treatment; Presenter(s): Julie
Krizner, Brian Reese; Axion Counseling

▪
▪
▪

12/04/2020 1:00pm Part Two: Stigma and Implicit Bias – Continuing the
Conversation; Presenter(s): Multiple from Beacon Health Options and PA
Care Partnership
12/18/2020 1:00pm LBGTQI+ and Behavioral Health; Presenter: Nick
Orlando, Private Practitioner
01/08/2021 1:00pm Part Two: Stigma and Implicit Bias – Wrap it Up;
Presenter(s): Multiple from Beacon Health Options and PA Care Partnership

o Community Care Behavioral Health - Lisa Babo
• Conducting member and family meetings through the fall. All meetings are available
on the ccbh.org website. To access the meetings on the website: ccbh.com, for
members, select county at the top right of page, scroll down to middle of the page to
member information and the information regarding all meetings are on the right. All
meetings require a preregistration for members.
https://members.ccbh.com/member-information
12:25 pm

Community Based Organization Updates & Upcoming Events
o CHIC – Crawford Health Improvement Coalition will be hosting a virtual – InteractiveLive stream event discussing Pennsylvania Health Insurance and concerns on October
20th. We have an amazing panel and moderator.
Our Panel consist of:
• Tia Whitaker – Statewide Director of Pennsylvania Association of Community Health
Centers (PACHC)
• David Buono – Pennsylvania Insurance Department – Departments Consumer
Liaison
• Zachary W. Sherman – Executive Director Pennsylvania Health Insurance Exchange
Authority/Pennie
• Helen Hawkey, Executive Director for the PA Coalition for Oral Health
• Our Moderator will be Denise A. Johnson, MD –Chief Medical Officer – Meadville
Medical Center
Consumer & Family Feedback/Open Discussion
o No comments or feedback were shared by committee members nor attendees.

12:30 pm

Adjourn
o A survey link will be sent to you after the meeting from survey monkey, please take
some time to complete the survey, your feedback is very important to us.
Total Number of Attendees: 38

Committee Meeting minutes and presentations available at www.enrollnow.net

Next Meeting: Tentative based on COVID-19 and Governor’s mandates at the time
HealthChoices Advisory Committee Meeting - NorthWest Zone
April 2021
Date, Time, Location: Wednesday, April 14, 2021
10:00am – 12:30pm
12:30pm – 1:00pm (Lunch & Networking)
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant
250 W. Seventh Street
Erie, PA 16501

